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Chairman Kevin Larson called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference 

Room of the Erlandson Building.  Present were: Kevin Larson, Kelli Mitchell, Rod Ofte, Will 

Beitlich, Craig Saxe, Emery Bork, Ashley Olson and Linda Morrison.  

 

The public meeting notice was e-mailed to the Vernon County Computer Department and faxed 

to the County Clerk on September 27, 2018. 

 

Ofte moved, Beitlich seconded, to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting date for the committee is set for November 8, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. in the 2nd 

floor conference room.   

 

No visitors from the public were in attendance. 

 

Mitchell moved, Beitlich seconded to approve the 2018 September Office Operation Expenses of 

$515.51.  Motion carried.   Beitlich moved, Mitchell seconded to approve the 2018 September 

Teen Court Expenses of $778.00.  Motion carried. 

 

Discussion was held on the refilling of the Family Living Position.  Amber Canto, Health and 

Well-Being Institute Director, appeared via google hangouts along with Sonya Lenzendorf.  The 

committee had some questions and concerns regarding the position and so she answered their 

questions and elaborated more on the position.  She listed a few of the programs that fall under 

the position, such as:   

Strong Women 

FoodWIse 

Food Security 

Behavioral Health & Substance Abuse Prevention 

She explained that FoodWIse was funded by a USDA Grant and that the program works with 

people of limited income.  Saxe brought up that Food Preservation and Strong Women were two 

programs that worked well in Vernon County.  He stated that Monroe County would like to 

continue with the Strong Women program.  Saxe asked the committee if they would like to make 

a decision on the Family Living Position, whether it be a shared position with Monroe County or 

to have no position in Vernon County at all.  It was decided to table this for now and bring it back 

for discussion and a decision at the November meeting. 

 

Saxe showed the committee a check from the state that UW-Extension had received.  The check 

is payable to Vernon County in the amount of $4250.00 and is a refund for the vacancies not 

filled during the expected time frame.  The check will be taken to the County Clerk’s Office for 

deposit. 

 

There was a discussion on the copy machine purchase for the office.  Saxe had been in touch with 

Mark Trehey, Accounts Manager, at EO Johnson regarding the purchase and quote.  Two quotes 
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were sent to Saxe by EO Johnson.  The last quote sent was for $6912.00 and needed an 

authorized signature for the quote to become an order.  Saxe recommended going with the second 

quote due to the office needs.  After some discussion on the machine and the office needs, a 

motion was made by Ofte to spend a little more to have an extra drawer added to the copier and 

purchase the machine for $6912.00.  The motion was seconded by Mitchell.  Motion carried. 

 

Kevin Larson, committee chair, signed the quote and Saxe will forward it on to EO Johnson to 

begin the order process for the machine. 

 

Bork shared her report for 4-H Coordinator.  She said that the STEM Saturday planned for 

October 13th currently has 42 kids registered.  She explained the projects that are planned at the 

event.  On Saturday the 20th, a 4-H Project Leader’s Breakfast is planned for all adults and youth 

leaders that are interested in the leadership of 4-H’s various projects.  Bork has also been 

attending different club meetings to connect with those involved.  She attended a 2-day training in 

Madison recently for new colleagues.  She explained the sessions that took place and that she has 

more training coming up next month.  Larson asked her what the enrollment in 4-H is currently 

at.  Bork said there are 40 families registered so far with some being new families.  Larson asked 

if she would supply more definite numbers for the committee meeting in November. 

 

Olson shared her report for the Agriculture Educator.  She said that she just finished a Beef Cow-

Calf Workshop in Cashton.  It was attended by 40 people of which ½ were from Vernon County.  

There was a live webinar with a professor in Nebraska.  It was her first time as an actual presenter 

and it went very well.  She is currently working on some Ag. Winter programs.  There is a Pest 

Management meeting coming up in Bangor on November 16th that she will be attending.  She 

attended a BQA (Beef Quality Assurance) meeting with 60 producers in Sparta. She is 

coordinating a BQA meeting to be held on December 12th that will be offered here in Viroqua. It 

will be a joint effort with the Ag Educator from Monroe County and the WI Beef Council. 

 

Beitlich moved, Mitchell seconded to adjourn the meeting at 12:32 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Linda Morrison 


